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FFHP Meeting DaFFHP Meeting DaFFHP Meeting DaFFHP Meeting DaFFHP Meeting Dates ftes ftes ftes ftes for 2011or 2011or 2011or 2011or 2011

All FFHP meetings are open to the public and are held at
the Stone House at 7:00 p.m. All meetings are held on
Wednesdays. Mark your calendars:

• September 28, 2011

• November 16, 2011

Please note that the Stone House is a historic building
and that access is limited.

continued on page 2

Come enjoy ‘Sunday in the Park
with Friends’ on August 28

W hat could be much better than spending a
    lazy summer Sunday afternoon in Richmond’s
  Forest Hill Park? Richmonders have done it for

decades, but for the past six years, “Sunday in the Park
with Friends” has taken on a special new meaning.

This fun family event, sponsored by the Friends of
Forest Hill Park, will be held on Sunday, August 28, from
noon until 4 p.m. Last year more than 500 people came
out to enjoy the free event.

In the spirit of Forest Hill Park’s former days as a 19th
century amusement park, there will be plenty of old-
fashioned fun and games for kids, as well as live music,
and vendors and artisans. On August 28, the park will
explode with balloons, bubbles, bounces, bands, and
bikes. All activities are free.

A big thank you to City Council President Kathy
Graziano for her continued support of this event and
Forest Hill Park..

For adults, a “Green Alley” will feature displays with an
environmental or conservation theme by local non-profit
groups. You’ll also enjoy browsing the booths of local

continued on page 2

The Bike Rodeo is back
on August 28!

Get ready for the rodeo coming to Forest Hill Park
on Sunday, August 28. But don’t look for bucking
broncos or bull riding. It’s all about bicycles!

The event, which coincides with ‘Sunday in the Park
with Friends,’ is designed to teach bicycle safety and
riding skills to young people and first-time bike riders. The
bike rodeo will be held near the tennis courts beyond the
Stone House. It is sponsored by the Richmond Coalition
of Police, Endorphin Fitness, and the Richmond Police
Department.

The rodeo is targeted for children in the 8 to 11 age
group, but younger children are welcome. After children
check in and a parent fills out a permission waiver, the
kids are fitted with a new helmet—for free—if they don’t
have one or theirs is damaged. The children take their
bikes (or a “loaner“ bike provided by Endorphin Fitness)
through a cone course during which they’ll get
instructions in road safety and will practice key skills
needed to ride on the streets safely. Each participating
child gets a certificate of achievement.

Clint Kronenberger, known as the best bike mechanic
in the mid-Atlantic, will be on hand to repair and do safety
checks of children’s bikes. Clint maintains the bikes of
many of Richmond’s most elite athletes.
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Sunday in the Park  continued from page 1

crafts people. Richmond Police, Fire and Sheriff’s
departments will also be on hand. So will ‘Nutsy,’ the
mascot’s of Richmond’s Flying Squirrels ball team.

The kids will enjoy an inflated Moon Bounce, clowns,
face painting, carnival games like ring toss and bean bag
toss, water balloons, a misting tent, make-and-take
crafts, and other activities. For the second time,
Richmond Police Officer Stacy Rogers is holding a bike
rodeo for kids to teach bicycling safety and street skills.

Bands include I.C.B. (punk, metal and Celtic punk),
Drano (hip hop), Trey Heath, and Bill Noxon.

Guests can enjoy tours of the historic Stone House,
along with displays about the park’s history.

We invite families to bring a picnic and enjoy the park.
Watermelon and ice-cold bottled water will be provided
FREE. Food vendors will also be on hand for you to
purchase other edible goodies.

The city requests that any four-legged family members
at the picnic remain on a leash at all times!

For more information or to volunteer to help with
activities during the event, contact Lee Shewmake at 230-
7684 or leeshewmake@yahoo.com.

See you in the park on Sunday, August 28!

Rules for public boating
on Forest Hill Park Lake

Boating in non-powered watercraft is allowed at the
lake in Forest Hill Park from April 1 to November
30 from sunrise to sunset. Boaters should use

caution as they enter their boats into the water and
adhere to the following rules:
• Only non-powered watercraft (such as canoes, row
boats, sailfish boats,
dinghies, and kayaks) are
allowed. Inflated tubes are not
allowed. Powered watercraft
such jet skis, wave runners,
electric motors, and
outboards are prohibited.
• No boats over 13 feet in
length.
• No glass containers allowed.
• Persons under age 13 must wear a U.S. Coast Guard
approved personal flotation device.
• Watercraft must be carried to the shore or may be
launched from designated areas. No vehicle trailers
allowed.
• No diving or swimming is allowed.
• Boaters and passengers assume all risk.

Reedy Creek Corner
by Tammy Parece

Did you know that Reedy Creek is the stream
which flows through Forest Hill Park? Reedy
Creek benefits Forest Hill Park as it is

responsible for the water in the lake. But the stream also
brings pollutants and other unbeneficial items into the
park and lake.

Since early 2010, volunteers with the Reedy Creek
Coalition (RCC)—in partnership with the Alliance for the
Chesapeake Bay, and the Richmond Department of
Public Utilities (DPU)—have been monitoring the water
quality in Reedy Creek monthly. Water samples are
collected at four sites and tested for E. coli (fecal
bacteria), dissolved oxygen, pH, nutrients, and water
clarity.

The data show that Reedy Creek consistently has high
levels of E. coli bacteria, especially at the end of 44th
Street. On a recent streamwalk, RCC volunteers found a
stormwater pipe discharging sanitary sewer water that
may be an important source of this problem. DPU is
currently investigating and hopefully will have it fixed
soon.

Two ways residents of Reedy Creek’s watershed can
assist in alleviating this problem are:
• picking up pet waste, and

• reducing rainwater runoff from their property.
For more information on the monitoring efforts, go to

http://reedycreekcoalition.org/stream-monitoring/.

Two bikes donated by Endorphin Fitness, one 16-inch
and the other 20-inch, will be raffled off at the end of the
afternoon. Water bottles donated by the Richmond
Coalition of Police will also be given away, and more than

100 helmets in different sizes have
been donated by Richmond

Coalition of Police and the
Richmond Police Department.
Officer Stacy Rogers, the bike

patrol officer in the parks and
president of Richmond Coalition of
Police, is coordinating the event. For
more information, contact him at
972-2688 or stacy.rogers@

richmondgov.com.

Bike Rodeo  continued from page 1

Join the monthly work party
in the park on August 21

Calling all volunteer gardeners and park lovers!
  FFHP is looking for folks to help restore habitat
   and clean out invasive species in various places

around the park. We’re hosting a monthly work party on
the third Sunday of each month from 4 to 6 p.m. So,
bring your “weekend warrior” spirit, and join us for an
hour or two on Sunday, August 21, or Sunday, September
18. Meet at the Stone House wearing sturdy shoes and
long sleeves, with your work gloves and pruning tools.
FFHP will provide cold drinks and energy bars.
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Stay a Friend of the Park

!f you are already a member of FFHP, please remem-
ber that we ask an annual donation of $10 for a
single membership and $15 for a household member-

ship. Your annual sponsorship ensures that you’ll get the
latest email updates and newsletters about park issues
and events. Your support is tax deductible. Send in the
form on page 4 with your check made out to FFHP to the
FFHP treasurer at P.O. Box 13161, Richmond, Va. 23225.

Mark your calendars!

" riends of Forest Hill Park has two more big
events coming up this year. Don’t forget to mark
your calendars for Halloween Howl in October and

the Artists in Residents Sale in December. And consider
volunteering to help plan or work during the events. Here
are some details:
Halloween Howl! The second costumed canine parade
and competition is set for Sunday, October 30 at 1 p.m. in
front of the Stone House. Last year, prizes were given for
dogs dressed in their Halloween finest as aliens, fairies,
lobsters, grapes, princesses, and Elvis. Owners and dogs
will participate in competitions this year, and there will be
lots of prizes.
The Stone House Artists in Residence Holiday Sale.
Local artists and crafters will be on hand with their
creations on Friday night and Saturday, December 2 and
December 3. Neighborhood Christmas Caroling will be
held in front of the Stone House on opening night Friday,
December 2, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

#$%&'())*+
If you can volunteer to help, please contact FFHP

President Lee Shewmake (leeshewmake@yahoo.com).

FFHP’s Junior Committee
holds park clean-up

" riends of Forest Hill Park’s Junior Committee met
   on July 10 to plan activities for ‘Sunday in the
   Park with Friends’—and stayed to clean up trash

around the lake in the park. These enthusiastic young-
sters collected “a ton” of trash. For the August 28 event in
the park, they’re planning a misting tent, water balloons,
and making peanut butter bird feeders.

Participants at the meeting and clean-up included
Brandon Dysart, Austin Fultz, Madison Leon, Andrew
Stevens, Ken Stevens, Ian Thompson, and moms Dena
Fultz and Laura Dysart.

Junior Committee, you rock!

Music in the Park is going
strong this summer!

,nother great season of live, local music is going
strong in Forest Hill Park with “Music in the Park.”
The first three events of this popular summer

music concert series brought out hundreds of friends and
neighbors to enjoy the music
and the park. Three more
events, all on Sunday
evenings, are scheduled. The
concerts are sponsored by
the Forest Hill, Westover
Hills, and Woodland Heights
Neighborhood Associations,
and the City of Richmond.

Here’s the line-up for the rest of the season:
• August 21 (6 to 8 p.m.): Southern Blues (blues). In
addition to music, this event will feature members of Old
Dominion Model A club with automobiles from 1928 to
1931.
• September 11 (5 to 7 p.m.): Circuit Riders
(Americana alt-rock).
• October 9 (5 to 7 p.m.): Faculty Lounge Lizards (old
school R-&-B).

Free outdoor movie in the
park on Friday, August 19

( he movie “Tangled” will be shown in Forest Hill
Park Friday, August 19, at 8 p.m. The event is part
of the “Friday Pictures in the Park” summer movie

series sponsored
by the city’s
Department of
Parks, Recreation,
and Community
Facilities. The
movie is free and
rated PG.
“Tangled” is
Disney’s animated
feature with a hair-raising new twist on the tale of
Rapunzel. The movie nights are co-sponsored by 106.5
the Beat. For more information, call 646-5944 or 646-
3998.

FFHP resignations occur

" FHP has several resignations from board and
officers. Sally Kannemeyer, who was elected in
January to serve as co-president of FFHP, has

resigned from the position for health reasons. She
remains on FFHP’s board, however.

Victoria Young, who was elected to the FFHP board
in January to serve a three-year term, has also resigned.
She has moved away from Richmond.

FFHP would like to fill Victoria’s term and several
other board positions. If you’re interested, please contact
FFHP President Lee Shewmake at  leeshewmake@
yahoo.com.
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!elp us make this one of Richmond’s most beautiful historic parks. Your annual
  sponsorship will ensure that you receive the latest updates about our meetings
  along with news about park issues and events. If you haven’t yet become a member of

FFHP for 2011, please do so now!  (You can use this form to update your contact information, or
to give us your email address so we can send you email updates.)

Name ______________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________

City & State __________________________________________ Zip Code ______________

Phone__________________________ E-Mail: ______________________________________
(We do not share our contributor lists with any other organization, public or private.)

Annual contribution: Enclosed is my gift to Friends of Forest Hill Park
(Donations are tax deductible. These are suggested amounts.)

" INDIVIDUAL $10  ##" HOUSEHOLD $15          " CORPORATE $50

 What aspect of Forest Hill Park interests you most? _______________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

 How would you like to get involved? [Please check all that apply]:
" Bird watching " Park Cleanups
" Educational Programs [Family or Adult ?] " Landscaping / Gardening
" Event Support / Publicity " Hiking / Walking Programs
" Historic Preservation & Research " Environmental Concerns [Native Plant or Animal

Habitats, Water Quality Monitoring, Erosion Control]
" Other: [please specify] __________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Friends of Forest Hill Park is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.
All contributions made to FFHP are tax-deductible.

Mail this fMail this fMail this fMail this fMail this forororororm with ym with ym with ym with ym with your cour cour cour cour chechechechecheck (made out to FFHP) to:k (made out to FFHP) to:k (made out to FFHP) to:k (made out to FFHP) to:k (made out to FFHP) to:
FFHP Treasurer, P.O. Box 13161, Richmond, VA 23225

Thank you for your support!

Be a supporter of FFHP
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by Dwight Wood

!n June 3, the Forest Hill Historic Designation Committee
  submitted its nomination to include the Forest Hill Historic
 District on the National Register of Historic Places and the

Virginia Landmarks Register. The detailed nomination was nearly
300 pages long, and has been described as one of the most
comprehensive and historically complete submissions ever, with
over 1,100 contributing resources in a unique, layered historical
context.

The Forest Hill Historic District nomination could not be
complete without including its largest historic site, Forest Hill Park,
so naturally it was included - with a bonus. The persistent and
thorough historical detectives of the nominating committee found an
additional six new resources within the park’s boundaries!

Inventory of new sites within
boundaries of Forest Hill Park
Here is how these new resources are described in the nomination:

Railroad Spurs of the Richmond & Danville Railroad (2
Sites).  Two railroad spurs associated with the Richmond &
Danville Railroad (R&D) are depicted on period maps. The longer of
the two spurs was on the property of Holden Rhodes, within the
boundaries of present-day Forest Hill Park.  The spur was used to
transport blocks of granite from two quarries located in the park to
the main railroad line. The railroad spur branched off the main
tracks of the R&D near the northeast corner of the park, crossed
Reedy Creek just east of Spring Branch, and followed the west
bank of the creek to Boscobel Quarry. The second railroad spur,
depicted as a double-tracked spur, was located north of the
terminal end of West 43rd Street adjacent to the Netherwood
Quarry.

Historic Road Traces in Forest Hill Park. Various late-
nineteenth-century maps depict a labyrinth of inter-connected
roadways within present-day Forest Hill Park. Portions of these
roadways, apparently built by Holden Rhodes, provide insight into
circulation patterns in the first half of the nineteenth century.  The
roadways survived into the first half of the 20th century and were
incorporated into the early circulation patterns of Forest Hill Park.

Civil War Battery B (Battery No. 14). Numerous Civil War-era
maps show that Battery B (Battery No. 14) was located in the
northeast corner of Forest Hill Park, near the mouth of Reedy
Creek. In 1862, when Charles Rhodes conveyed his property to
developers, he excluded “the land occupied by the government” and
reserved the right to claim damages. Battery B is depicted on
Charles Rhodes’ master survey plat. On the 1877/1890 Beers Map,
a faint note states “Site of Hill Fort.” From time to time, local
residents report the discovery of artifacts from the Civil War in the
vicinity of Battery B.

Nonpareil Firebrick Company. The Nonpareil Firebrick
Company owned a 3-acre site in the southeast corner of present-
day Forest Hill Park, along the east bank of Reedy Creek at the
intersection of Forest Hill Avenue (Figure 22).  The 3-acre site was
once part of Holden Rhodes’ Boscobel estate.  A brick-making
company was operating on the site before 1866, when [it] was
situated on a 191-acre parcel covered with “a large quantity of loose
bricks.”  The company was operating in the 1870s and 1880s when
several of the estate-like mansions were erected in Forest Hill.

When [it] failed to pay taxes between 1873 and 1883, the Treasurer
of Chesterfield County ordered the property sold at public auction.
John C. Robertson, one of the primary developers of Forest Hill and
the owner of the Brookside Estate across the road from the brick
company, acquired the property. The Nonpareil Firebrick Company
is the second documented brick manufacturing company located in
the vicinity of Forest Hill. In the 1830s and 1840s, the Spring Hill
Company advertised “superior clay to make brick for building. . .”
Brick-making began as early as 1613 in Chesterfield County when a
colonist reported “red clay full of glistening spangles out of which
bricks are made.” In the late 18th century, John Clarke operated a
brick manufactory at Bellona Arsenal, about 10 miles west of Forest
Hill. By the beginning of the 20th century, the manufacture of soft-
mud and pressed bricks was one of the most important industries in
Chesterfield County.

Grand View. “Grand View,” a semi-circular elevation 170 feet
above tide, comprises the eastern lobe of a level terrace called
Mount Robin. Before the installation of the man-made amusement-
park attractions, “The Park,” later renamed Forest Hill Park, was
celebrated for its natural rugged beauty. In the 1880s, the park drew
weekend visitors from the City of Richmond who reached the
recreational area around Reedy Creek on the “airline” of the
Richmond & Danville Railroad.  In the park’s early years, Grand
View would have afforded panoramic vistas of the James River,
Reedy Creek, Boscobel Quarry, and the surrounding forests.

Cemetery, Rhodes Family and Servants (Slave) “Burying
Ground.” In 1862, Charles Rhodes sold the 178-acre Boscobel
tract in Forest Hill, reserving a burial ground for the Rhodes “Family
Burial Ground” containing 1/8 acre with the right of ingress and
egress to the same. Contiguous to the family burial ground, Rhodes
also retained the right to the “Servants Burial Ground”, also 1/8 of
an acre. This was likely a slave cemetery since Holden Rhodes
owned slaves on the property between 1840 and 1850. These two
sites formed a square, quarter-acre parcel due east of the Stone
House, 692 feet from the northwest corner of the intersection of
West 41st Street and Spring Hill Avenue. The burial ground site is
depicted on a measured plat completed in 1913. At that time, the
remains of Rhodes’ family members were removed from this burial
ground and reburied in Maury Cemetery. The disposition of the
remains of the servants (slaves) is unknown. The site of the Burial
Ground is located within the boundaries of Forest Hill Park.

To read the entire nomination, go to http://historicforesthill
neighborhood.com/2011/06/historic-district-nomination.

Please support the nomination
We hope members of Friends of Forest Hill Park will support this

nomination. Having already gone through the process of obtaining
historic designation, FFHP understands the great importance of
solid public presence at public hearings. You can express your
support by attending the following meetings: August 11, the Forest
Hill Neighborhood Association, the Stone House, 7 p.m.; August 15,
DHR Public Hearing; Forest Hill Presbyterian Church at 7 p.m.;
September 22,  DHR Board Hearings, Virginia Historical Society
building, 2801 Kensington Avenue, 10 a.m. Looking forward to
seeing you and thank you kindly in advance for your support!

Dwight Wood Is a member of the Forest Hill District Historic
Designation Committee and Friends of Forest Hill Park.

Forest Hill District completes historic designation nomination
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with Friends
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Mark your calendar for
these events in the park
South of the James Market. Every Saturday
morning, the popular farmers‘ market is back —
bigger and better than ever.  Be there!
Music in the Park. The remaining Sunday evening
live music concerts will be held August 21,
September 11, and October 9.
Free movie in the park. The Disney movie
“Tangled” will be shown on Friday, August 19, at 8
p.m.
Sunday in the Park with Friends. This fun family
day in the park spearheaded by FFHP will be held
Sunday, August 28.
Halloween Howl! FFHP’s canine costume parade
will be held Sunday, October 30, from 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Stone House Artists in Residence with
Neighborhood Christmas Caroling. This new
event for FFHP will be Friday and Saturday,
December 2 and 3, with caroling on Friday evening.
See articles inside this issue for more information on
these events and other news of Forest Hill Park.

About FFHP
!3#)@$(($*&

To preserve, protect and promote responsible care and use of
Forest Hill Park as an historic property in cooperation with the
Richmond Department of Parks, Recreation and Community
Facilities; and to educate citizens about responsible environmental
stewardship as it relates to Forest Hill Park and its surrounding
ecosystems.

A*0#')*+)B$#%C,*#()(date term ends)
Michelle Virts (2012) Rachel Gable (2015)
Ben Virts (2012) Will Herring (2015)
Valeria Murphey (2013) Susan Herring (2015)
Keith Ashley (2014) Ann Mays (2015)
Liz Jordan (2014) Lee Shewmake (2015)
Sally Kannemeyer (2014)
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Lee Shewmake, President Laura Lemmon, Treasurer
Laura Dysart, Vice President Robin Ruth, Corresponding
Stephen Lord, Vice President  Secretary
Liz Jordan, Recording Secretary
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Debra McClane, Valeria Murphey
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Email:  friendsofforesthillpark@gmail.com
Mailing address: P.O. Box 13161, Richmond, VA 23225


