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Bring the whole family on July 18
to ‘Sunday in the Park’

FFHP Meeting DaFFHP Meeting DaFFHP Meeting DaFFHP Meeting DaFFHP Meeting Dates ftes ftes ftes ftes for 2010 & 2011or 2010 & 2011or 2010 & 2011or 2010 & 2011or 2010 & 2011

All FFHP meetings are open to the public and are held at
the Stone House at 7:00 p.m. All meetings are held on
Tuesdays. Mark your calendars:
• September 28, 2010 • June 28, 2011
• January 25, 2011 • September 27, 2011
• March 29, 2011

Please note that the Stone House is a historic building and that
access is limited.

continued on page 2

We’re on Facebook!
Sign up and be a fan!

And you can also keep up with
FFHP on our website: http://foresthill
park.rrpfoundation.org/index.html

Lake rededication in May
brings hundreds to the park

 

What could be much
better than spend-
ing a lazy Sunday

afternoon in Richmond’s
Forest Hill Park? We have
been doing it in Richmond for
decades, but for the past six
years, Sunday in the Park
with Friends has taken on a
new and vibrant meaning.

On July 18, the park will
explode with balloons,
bubbles, bounces, bands and
bikes. The Sixth Annual
Sunday in the Park returns to
the spirit of the park’s former use as an amusement park
and trolley designation. Face painting, clowns, an inflated
carousel bounce, sack races, carnival games and a corn
pool guarantee amusement for kids and adults.

Bands include Tin Foil Militia, Cy Taggart and
Cashmere Jungle Lords.

For adults, there will be a number of displays with an
environmental or conservation theme. Richmond Police,
Fire and Sheriff’s departments will also be on hand.

Guests can enjoy tours of the historic Stone House,
along with displays about the park’s history.

This year there will also be the opportunity to tour the
newly renovated Forest Hill Lake and see a display of the
nearly year-long project to return the lake to its historic
boundaries and beauty. To make the lake more accessible
to everyone, we are planning golf cart shuttles from the
area of the Stone House to the gazebo at Forest Hill Lake.

For the first time, Richmond Police Officer Stacy
Rogers is sponsoring a bike rodeo for kids. (See article
“The Rodeo is coming” on page 3.)

By Leeanne Ladin

The bulldozers and dredging equipment seemed a
distant memory on May 22 as the newly restored
Forest Hill Lake sparkled in the sun. Over 250

people gathered for the lake’s rededication and the
launching of the first Forest Hill Yacht Club Regatta.

The ceremonies at the gazebo began with pomp and
pageantry as the Richmond Police Department Honor
Guard presented the colors. After the traditional ribbon-
cutting at the gazebo, Mayor Dwight C. Jones and
Council President Kathy Graziano ceremoniously poured
water back into the lake to symbolize its coming full
circle. They praised the area neighborhood associations
and the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Com-
munity Facilities (DPRCF) for working together on the
$1.4 million restoration project. The results clearly were
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Sunday in the Park . . .
continued from page 1

We invite families to bring a picnic and enjoy the park.
There will be free snow cones, ice cream, watermelon
and water.

The city requests that any four-legged family members
at the picnic remain on a leash at all times!

The free event is sponsored by the Friends of Forest
Hill Park and Richmond City Council President Kathy
Graziano.

 Other sponsors for the event include: Dominion
Virginia Power, MWV, the neighborhood associations of
Forest Hill and Westover Hills, WalMart, Sheriff C. T.
Woody, the Richmond Department of Public Utilities,
Good Shepherd Elementary School, the Westover Hills
Library Advisory Group, Riverside Outfitters-True Timber,
Central Virginia Waste Management Authority, Clown
Alley #3 and the South of the James Market.

For more information, contact Dena Fultz at 301-8303
or David Hathcock 840-0315. Anyone interested in
helping out with children’s games, food service or other
tasks may contact Robley Jones at RobleyJ@aol.com.

being enjoyed as folks strolled along the landscaped
banks and children scampered at the water’s edge.

One of the highlights of the
dedication ceremony was recognition
of city employee Linwood Seward, a
longtime DPRCF employee and
familiar figure at Forest Hill Park.
May 22 was his birthday. After a little
urging by J. R. Pope and others,
Linwood spoke movingly about what
the park and the restoration of the
lake meant to him.

The blaring of an air horn
signaled the start of the Regatta
festivities and a lot of hilarity, some
of it unintended. Case in point: the
fierce competition for the coveted
Boscobel Cup in the Neighborhood
Competition. In an attempt to defy
the basic principles of buoyancy, the
six healthy-sized crew members of the Devonshire Team
of Westover Hills launched their craft and quickly sank
just a few feet from shore. Egged on by the laughter of
the South of Forest Hill Avenue (SOFA) Mamas, who
were paddling their canoe with pots and pans, the men
quickly regrouped, lightened their load and gamely
rejoined the race. In the end, the Woodland Heights crew
sailed under the pennant that was stretched across the
lake and captured the Boscobel Cup. But it was clear that
they will have to mount a mighty defense to keep the cup
next year.

In the other events, Robley Jones, who conceived the
idea of the Forest Hill Park Regatta, sailed unopposed to
win the Solo Kayak. Our own park patrolman, Officer
Stacy Rogers, proved he could handle a kayak as well as
a bike as he and his wife, Whitney, won the Dual Kayak.
Elmo Alexander won the Youth Event, Ed Gorham won
the Electric Remote Boat, and Reedy Creek Coalition won
the Best Decorated Kayak or Canoe.

But the Dog Swim was one of the biggest crowd
pleasers. Pooch pandemonium reigned when the
contestants leaped into the water. Some dog-paddled
around in circles; some came back to shore, gleefully
shaking water all over the spectators. But “Smoot
Bibona,” a chocolate Lab, dove in and made a bee-line to
the other shore, his eyes on the prize.

Many groups and individuals contributed to the
success of the event. The list includes: the city’s
Department of Parks, Recreation, and Community
Facilities; the Forest Hill Neighborhood Association park
committee, volunteers from the Forest Hill Yacht Club, the
Friends of Forest Hill Park, and the James River Outdoor
Coalition. Corporate sponsors were World of Mirth,
Richmond Magazine, Riverside Outfitters, 43rd Street
Gallery, GRTC, Chick-Fil-A, Crossroads Coffee and Ice
Cream, and Uptown Color.

With such an enthusiastic response, it should be
smooth sailing for the Forest Hill Yacht Club Regatta next
year! (Thanks to Robley Jones for additional info.)

Lake rededication . . .
continued from page 1

Linwood Seward
holds the
Boscobel Cup.

Kathy Graziano,
Grace LeRose of

the Forest Hill
Neighborhood

Association,
Mayor Dwight

Jones, and J.R.
Pope of DPRCF
participated in

ceremonies
rededicating

the lake.

Photos by David Hathcock
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The popular monthly summer music concert series,
“Music in the Park,” is going strong in Forest Hill
Park with live, local music. The series is brought to

you by the Westover Hills, Forest Hill and Woodland Heights
Neighborhood Associations, and the City of Richmond.

The Princess and the Frog will be shown in Forest Hill
Park Friday, August 27, from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. The
event is part of the “Friday Pictures in the Park”

summer movie series sponsored by the city’s Department of
Parks, Recreation, and Community Facilities. The movie is
free and so is the popcorn and
cotton candy.

The “Princess and the Frog”
showing is a theme night where
audiences are encouraged to dress
like movie characters.  So come on
out dressed like someone from this
Disney favorite.

The movie nights are co-sponsored by Pepsi and 106.5
the Beat. For more information, call 646-5733.

Summer Events in Forest Hill Park . . .

TTTTThe Rhe Rhe Rhe Rhe Rodeo is coming!odeo is coming!odeo is coming!odeo is coming!odeo is coming!

Get ready for the rodeo coming to Forest Hill Park
 on Sunday, July 18. But don’t look for bucking
 broncs or bull riding. It’s a bicycle rodeo for kids!

This rodeo is sponsored by the Richmond Police
Department, RA-MORE off roads bike enthusiasts and
several local businesses. The event is designed to teach

bicycle safety and riding skills to
young people and first- time bike
riders. The rodeo is for children 5-12
years, and written parental permission
is necessary.

The rodeo is a new part of Sunday
in the Park with Friends, the annual
event scheduled for the lawn at Forest
Hill Park. The bike rodeo will be held
in the parking lot at shelter #2, the site

of the South of the James Market. Officer Stacy Rogers, the
bike patrol officer in the parks, is coordinating the event. He
plans to donate as many as 200 bike helmets, provide
bicycle inspections and safety checks, and to use several
bike courses to teach rider skills and safety.

Each participant will have to bring his or her own bike,
and should be at the shelter not later than noon on July 18.

For more information, contact Stacy Rogers at 646-1211
or stacy.rogers@richmondgov.com.

The South of the James Market in Forest Hill Park is
back — bigger and better than ever — on Saturday
mornings from 8 a.m. to noon.

Your favorite vendors from last year are there, including
Blanchard’s Coffee, Victory Farms, Amy’s Garden, Nate’s
Taco Stand, Big Daddy’s Barbecue and Cavanna’s Pasta.
You’ll find many new vendors selling fresh pasta, local beef
and lamb, Virginia seafood, bedding plants and flowers and
MORE!

The market received more than 90 applications from
vendors this year, many more than it can accommodate.
That’s a clear sign that growers and crafters, buyers and
lookers, know where to go on Saturday morning.

The South of the James Market is run by the Market
Umbrella. You can check its website (www.themarketum-
brella.com) each week to see what you’ll find at the market.

 

On Sunday, July 18, after
“Sunday in the Park with Friends,”
you can just stay on in the park to
hear Capceira Resistencia, a
Brazilian dance/martial arts troupe
and percussion group. They will
perform from 6 to 8 p.m.

Here’s the rest of the exciting
line-up:
August 15th (6 to 8 p.m.) – The Atkinsons, alternative
country rock
September 12th (5 to 7 p.m.) – Gypsy Roots, European
jazz from the 1920s and 1930s
October 3rd (5 to 7 p.m.) – Miramar, South American love
song duets

So plan to come out to enjoy some great music and
visiting with friends and neighbors. You can even bring a
picnic if you like!
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Become an Annual Supporter of FFHP
or Update Your Contact Information

Help us make this one of Richmond’s most beautiful historic parks. Your annual support will ensure that you receive the
latest e-mail updates about our meetings along with news about park issues and events.
Already a supporter this year? Help us stay in touch with you by making sure that we have correct contact information.

NAME ______________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE ___________________________________________________________ ZIP CODE _____________________
PHONE __________________________ E-MAIL: ____________________________________________________________

(We do not share our contributor lists with any other organization, public or private.)

What aspect of Forest Hill Park interests you most? ________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you plan to get involved? [Please check all that apply]:
" Bird watching
" Educational Programs [Family or Adult ?]
" Environmental Concerns [Native Plant / Animal Habitats, Water Quality Monitoring, Erosion Control]
" Event Support / Publicity
" Historic Preservation & Research
" Hiking / Walking Programs
" Landscaping / Gardening
" Park Cleanups
" Other: [please specify] ___________________________________________________________________________

Annual contribution: Enclosed is my gift to Friends of Forest Hill Park (donations are tax deductible; suggested amounts)
" INDIVIDUAL $10  ##" HOUSEHOLD $15          " CORPORATE $50

FFHP t-shirt:  Price $10      " Ladies  " Mens        " Small   " Medium    " Large  " Extra large  " XXL

Friends of Forest Hill Park is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.
All contributions made to FFHP are tax-deductible. Thank you for your support!

Mail this fMail this fMail this fMail this fMail this forororororm with ym with ym with ym with ym with your cour cour cour cour chechechechecheck (made out to FFHP) to:k (made out to FFHP) to:k (made out to FFHP) to:k (made out to FFHP) to:k (made out to FFHP) to:     FFHP Treasurer, P.O. Box 13161, Richmond, VA 23225

 

TTTTT-Shir-Shir-Shir-Shir-Shirts and Booklets fts and Booklets fts and Booklets fts and Booklets fts and Booklets for Saleor Saleor Saleor Saleor Sale

Support FFHP by sporting one of our new t-shirts. The
shirts are daffodil yellow with the FFHP logo showing
the Stone House. Limited sizes available. Price $10.

Order by sending in the form above.
The following booklets are for sale at Forest Hill Antiques

and the Valentine Richmond History Center. Proceeds from
their sale support preservation and
educational programs at historic Forest
Hill Park.
An Illustrated History of Forest Hill
Park (Softbound, 4-color cover, 40 pages, 40
illustrations, 10-1/2 by 8 inches. Price $5.00)

This is the first book ever to offer a
comprehensive history of Forest Hill
Park. The engaging text by historian
Lynne A. George traces the history of

this exceptional property to 1768, as part of the estate of
William Byrd III of Westover and Falls Plantation. The book
is illustrated with historic photographs and antique
engravings.
Woodland Heights, Virginia (Softbound, 4-color cover, 32
pages, 21 duotone illustrations. 6 by 9-1/2 inches. Price: $5.00)

Read your way back to 1891, and catch a glimpse of life in
the Gilded Age. In publishing “Woodland Heights, Virginia,”
Friends of Forest Hill Park collaborated with the Library of
Virginia to publish an updated edition of a rare, out-of-print
developer’s booklet in the library’s collection. This edition’s
subtitle is the “Forest Hill Park Commemorative Edition,”
because it was published to mark the park’s recent official
listing on the Virginia and National Registers of Historic
Landmarks.
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Master Plan for landscaping
is under development
By Suzette Lyon

About a year ago, FFHP together with park
administrative staff decided to develop a long-
term plan for tree planting and landscaping in the

park. This effort is still in the planning stage. We are
fortunate to have Robert Wright as our consultant. Robert
lives in Blacksburg but is very familiar with the park since
he grew up in the neighborhood and spent time in the
park as a child. Robert is a senior environmental scientist
with the engineering and environmental firm EEE
Consulting, Inc. He is working with us on a volunteer
basis. We have a list of 20 potential projects that will be
considered for this 10-year plan. With Robert’s expert
advice we will choose those that are most feasible and
will have the greatest impact.

Goals of the plan are:
••••• Protecting water resources. This not only includes
the lake; but all areas that could contribute sediment and
other pollutants to any perennial or intermittent stream
that leads to the lake or Reedy Creek. Given that $1.7
million has been spent to dredge the lake, plantings to
reduce sediment from getting into the lake from park
property should be the highest priority.

••••• Increasing wildlife habitat by using a variety of
native plants.

••••• Controlling invasive plants to the extent possible
and eliminating invasives in some areas. This would
include English ivy, wisteria, mimosa privet, and
wintercreeper.
••••• Serving as an educational resource for the
community and as a model for environmental protection.

If you would like to be an active participant in this
effort, please e-mail Suzette Lyon at slyon10@yahoo.com

FFHP’FFHP’FFHP’FFHP’FFHP’s Js Js Js Js Junior Committee looking funior Committee looking funior Committee looking funior Committee looking funior Committee looking for neor neor neor neor new memberw memberw memberw memberw membersssss
by Austin Fultz

Have you heard about the newest addition to
Friends of Forest Hill Park Association? It’s the
Junior Committee! FFHP President Curry Nelms

helped form this great little group comprised of Isabelle
Tobe, Grace Zipperer, Maddy Leon, Lillian Herrell, Ian Mills,
Ken Stevens and me, Austin Fultz. We are a small but very
strong group of kids and we have tons of good ideas. You
should have been at that first meeting with Curry Nelms. I
think we surprised her with our idea for a roller coaster over
the new lake! We range from ages 12 to 13.

This summer we have a new member joining. His name is
Noah Kim and his family has just moved to the Westover
Hills neighborhood from the Fan. We are happy to welcome
anybody who is interested and let them in on the fun, so if
you know someone, tell ‘em about us.

The garden area near the tennis courts is being
renovated and planted with native perennials and
shrubs. The plants chosen are those that will

attract butterflies and pollinators and will serve as host
plants for insect larvae. You can’t have beautiful
butterflies without having larvae first!

Some grasses and perennials were planted in early
May; other perennials and some shrubs will be planted in
the fall. We are starting with small plants since they cost
less and often adapt better when planted, so the garden
will take some time to fill in. In a couple of years we hope
to have a beautiful and interesting place for park visitors
(human, avian and insect!) and we hope it will be used by
local schools as an outdoor classroom. The established
crepe myrtle trees will remain even though they are non-
native.

The book Bringing Nature Home, by Doug Tallamy, is
an excellent resource that explains why we need to use
native plants in our gardens. The book is available at
some local libraries.

Please help with this effort by adopting an area of the
garden to weed during the summer. We’ve divided the
garden into areas that are about 10 x 20 feet to make it
manageable and we will help you identify weeds versus
flowers if needed. You can weed your area whenever it is
convenient for you. If you are interested, you may also
participate in the planning and planting in the fall. Contact
Suzette Lyon at slyon10@yahoo.com if you can help.

There is also a plan in the works for adopting areas for
invasive plant removal. If you may be interested in
participating, please contact Robin Ruth at robin.ruth
@verizon.net

This spring we
entered a kayak into
the decorate-a-kayak
contest at the
Regatta in the park.
Our design was a big
ol’ fish sitting in the
seat, with waves and
a bunch of other fish
around him. We
thought the fish idea would be good because of the recent
fish release. We used cardboard to make all of the fish, then
we painted them with acrylic paint, and lastly we used some
hot glue to stick everything together. Hot cardboard is the
answer to everything for 13 year olds. In the end we didn’t
win, but we still had a blast doing it and I would love to have
another regatta in the park.

TTTTTennis Courennis Courennis Courennis Courennis Court Gart Gart Gart Gart Garden to be fden to be fden to be fden to be fden to be filledilledilledilledilled
with nawith nawith nawith nawith natititititivvvvve plants & shre plants & shre plants & shre plants & shre plants & shrubsubsubsubsubs
By Suzette Lyon
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Come on out for the
Next FFHP meeting:

Tuesday, September 28
7 p.m.

Stone House, Forest Hill Park

About FFHP
Our Mission
To preserve, protect and promote responsible care and
use of Forest Hill Park as an historic property in coop-
eration with the Richmond Department of Parks, Rec-
reation and Community Facilities; and to educate citizens
about responsible environmental stewardship as it relates
to Forest Hill Park and its surrounding ecosystems.

Board of Directors (date term ends)
Debra McClane (2011) Valeria Murphey (2013)
Curry Nelms (2011) Wilhelmina Bourne (2013)
Michelle Virts (2012) Liz Jordan (2014)
Ben Virts (2012) Keith Ashley (2014)
David Hathcock (2013) Sally Kannemeyer (2014)

2020202020111110 Of0 Of0 Of0 Of0 Offfffficericericericericersssss
Curry Nelms, President
Dena Fultz, Vice President
Lillian Peters, Treasurer
Robin Ruth, Corresponding Secretary
Michelle Virts, Recording Secretary

Newsletter Volunteers
Leeanne Ladin, Debra McClane, Valeria Murphey

Contact Us
Email: friendsofforesthill @rrpfoundation.org.
Mailing address: P.O. Box 13161, Richmond, VA 23225

Your donations to FFHP
are now tax deductible
FFHP has received recognition from the IRS as a 501c3
charitable organization, so all your donations to FFHP for
the park are tax deductible. Send contributions to FFHP
at P.O. Box 13161, Richmond, VA 23225

Mark your calendar
for summer events
in Forest Hill Park
South of the James Market. The popular farmers‘
market is open every Saturday morning from 8 a.m. to
noon

Music in the Park. These Sunday evening live music
concerts will be held July 18, August 15, September 12,
and October 3.

Sunday in the Park with Friends. This fun family day in
the park will be held Sunday, July 18.

The Princess and the Frog. Free movie in the park
sponsored by the city on Friday, August 27, at 7:30 p.m.
Dress like a movie character!

See articles inside this issue for more information on
these events and other news of Forest Hill Park.


