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FFHP Meeting DaFFHP Meeting DaFFHP Meeting DaFFHP Meeting DaFFHP Meeting Dates ftes ftes ftes ftes for 2010 & 2011or 2010 & 2011or 2010 & 2011or 2010 & 2011or 2010 & 2011

All FFHP meetings are open to the public and are held at
the Stone House at 7:00 p.m. All meetings are held on
Tuesdays. Mark your calendars:
• June 29, 2010
• September 28, 2010
• January 25, 2011
• March 29, 2011
Please note that the Stone House is a historic building and  that
access is limited.

continued on page 2

continued on page 2

We’re on Facebook!
Sign up and be a fan!

And you can also keep up with
FFHP on our website: http://foresthill
park.rrpfoundation.org/index.html

Grand opening of Forest Hill Park
lake to be held May 22

Grand opening ceremonies to inaugurate the
newly-restored Forest Hill Park lake will be held
on Saturday, May 22. The ceremonies will fea-

ture Mayor Dwight Jones, City Council President Kathy C.
Graziano and the city’s Director of Parks and Recreation,
J. R. Pope. The ribbon-cutting and greetings will be held
at the gazebo on the lake at 2:30 p.m.

Following the dedication ceremonies, the Forest Hill
Neighborhood Association will sponsor the First Annual
Forest Hill Yacht Club Regatta.

The lake in Forest Hill Park has long been a natural at-
traction for park visitors. Since its creation in the 1800s, it
has served at various times as a quarry pond for the
Holden Rhodes granite quarries, a boating pond and ice-
skating rink, an amusement park swimming pool, and,
more recently, a wildlife habitat.

First Forest Hill Yacht Club
Regatta to be May 22

Monument Avenue has its “Easter on Parade.”
Carytown has the “Watermelon Festival.”
Southside has always had the “43rd Street Fes-

tival of the Arts.” Now Forest Hill Park has the Forest Hill
Yacht Club Regatta. The “first annual” regatta, sponsored
by the Forest Hill Neighborhood Association (FHNA), will
wind up the grand open-
ing of the newly restored
lake on May 22.

Of course, the lake in
Forest Hill Park is no
place for real yachts,
but the FHNA created the “yacht club” to raise awareness
of the park, foster a sense of community among area
neighborhoods, to raise funds for Forest Hill Park, and
just for plain fun!

The regatta will include competitions for speed and
creativity, including human-power-only kayak or canoe
races in men’s, women’s and youth classes, a dog-swim
race, a best-decorated boat contest and a radio-controlled
boat race. There’ll be a friendly competition between the
nearby neighborhood associations with the winner taking
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Regatta  continued from page 1

Lake rededication  continued from page 1

Over the years, however, erosion carried downstream
from Reedy Creek clogged the lake with sediment and
reduced it to a fraction of its original size. A $1.7 million
project to dredge and refill the lake has restored it to its
original three-acre expanse, and the area is once again
an attractive destination in historic Forest Hill Park.

As part of the restoration project, native shrubs and
trees were planted around the southern end of the lake,
which will serve as a wetland. Lighting around the lake
has been reinstalled and upgraded, benches replaced,
and roadways and pathways have been resurfaced. The
city restocked the lake with fish in late April for a catch-
and-release program.

The only remaining step in the restoration of Forest
Hill Park lake is the construction of a new footbridge
across its Reedy Creek end. This will complete the path
around the lake so that pedestrians can make a complete
circle. The original bridge was destroyed in 2004 Tropical
Storm Gaston. When completed, the bridge will be named
in memory of the Harvey family of Woodland Heights.

away the “Boscobel Cup” designed and hand-crafted by
Robin Cage of the 43rd Street Gallery. Here’s a schedule:
3:50 p.m. - First heat of the regatta, solo kayak or canoe
(16’ or less), $25 entry fee
4:10 p.m. – Dual kayak or canoe, $25 entry fee
4:20 p.m. - Youth heat (17 or younger), $10 entry fee
4:25 p.m. - Dog swim, $10 entry fee
4:35 p.m. – Voting continues for best decorated boat con-
test (Vote by placing $1 in the jar for your favorite yacht)
4:40 p.m. - Remote control model boats, $25 entry fee
4:55 p.m. - Neighborhood competition (canoes with no
paddles, six per boat), $100 entry fee
5:10 p.m. - Award ceremony

Proceeds from this event go back to Forest Hill Park
for beautification and improvements. So, come on out to
celebrate the new lake, cheer your favorite paddler, or en-
ter one of the races yourself! You’ll find a registration form
and entry rules at the FHNA’s website (www.foresthill
neighborhood.com). For more info, contact Robley Jones
at 233-3748 or robleyj@verizon.net.

New footbridge across lake to be
dedicated to the Harvey family

The new footbridge to be constructed across the
Reedy Creek end of Forest Hill Park lake will be
named in honor of the Harvey family of Woodland

Heights. Bryan and Kathryn Harvey and their young
daughters, Stella and Ruby, were tragically murdered in
their home on New Year’s Day in 2006.

Construction of the bridge was expected to begin in
April and be completed in time for the May 22 rededicat-
ion of the lake. A ceremony dedicating the bridge as a
memorial for the Harvey family was scheduled to take
place then, along with the unveiling of a bronze and stone
marker from the Friends of Forest Hill Park commemorat-
ing the Harvey family and dedicating the bridge to all
Richmond families.

However, by mid-April, final city permits for construc-
tion had not yet been awarded, and it seemed that con-
struction might not even begin before the May 22 lake re-
dedication. It was decided to postpone the official naming
of the bridge for the Harvey family until after the construc-
tion is finished.

Shortly after the tragic murders, the Friends of Forest
Hill Park discussed naming the new pedestrian bridge in
honor of the Harvey family. In January, once the contract
for construction was ready to be awarded, FFHP formally
requested city council to approve the name. FFHP thanks
City Council President Kathy Graziano and Council mem-
bers Marty Jewell and Doug Conner for sponsoring the
ordinance to dedicate the new pedestrian bridge in honor
of the Harvey family.

The contract to construct the bridge was awarded to
Keith Barber Construction of Farmville for a total of
$78,300. Once it begins, construction should take about a
month.

Bryan Harvey worked for Henrico County Public
Schools and was a popular longtime musician with The
Dads, House of Freaks and NrG Krysys. Kathryn was an
owner of World of Mirth, a gift and toy shop in Carytown.

Watch for news about the new date for the dedication
of the bridge and unveiling of the marker. Support for the
marker has come from the Westover Hills and Forest Hill
neighborhood associations, as well from many individuals
in Westover Hills, Forest Hill, and Woodland Heights.

TTTTTrrrrrash Grash Grash Grash Grash Graaaaabbbbbberberberberbers as as as as at t t t t WWWWWororororork!k!k!k!k!
Maybe it was the toy-like appeal of the mechanical trash grabber tools,
the lure of Chick-Fil-A coupons or just the beautiful spring morning, but

about 20 folks turned out on Saturday April 17 to help pick up trash
throughout Forest Hill Park. Even a couple of dogs joined the effort. Capt.

Gary Ladin with the Richmond Police arranged for about two dozen
community service workers to also help with the cleanup. Thanks to

everyone and don’t forget we’ll do it again on May 15, starting at 11 a.m.
Contact Suzette Lyon at slyon10@yahoo.com. In the meantime,

please do all you can to keep our beautiful park free of litter!
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Become an Annual Supporter of FFHP
or Update Your Contact Information

Help us make this one of Richmond’s most beautiful historic parks. Your annual support will ensure that you receive the
latest e-mail updates about our meetings along with news about park issues and events.
Already a supporter this year? Help us stay in touch with you by making sure that we have correct contact information.

NAME ______________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE ___________________________________________________________ZIP CODE _____________________
PHONE __________________________ E-MAIL: ____________________________________________________________

(We do not share our contributor lists with any other organization, public or private.)

What aspect of Forest Hill Park interests you most? ________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you plan to get involved? [Please check all that apply]:
" Bird watching
" Educational Programs [Family or Adult ?]
" Environmental Concerns [Native Plant / Animal Habitats, Water Quality Monitoring, Erosion Control]
" Event Support / Publicity
" Historic Preservation & Research
" Hiking / Walking Programs
" Landscaping / Gardening
" Park Cleanups
" Other: [please specify] ___________________________________________________________________________

Annual contribution: Enclosed is my gift to Friends of Forest Hill Park (donations are tax deductible; suggested amounts)
" INDIVIDUAL $10  ##" HOUSEHOLD $15          " CORPORATE $50

FFHP t-shirt:  Price $10      " Ladies  " Mens        " Small   " Medium    " Large  " Extra large  " XXL

Friends of Forest Hill Park is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.
All contributions made to FFHP are tax-deductible. Thank you for your support!

Mail this fMail this fMail this fMail this fMail this forororororm with ym with ym with ym with ym with your cour cour cour cour chechechechecheck (made out to FFHP) to:k (made out to FFHP) to:k (made out to FFHP) to:k (made out to FFHP) to:k (made out to FFHP) to:     FFHP Treasurer, P.O. Box 13161, Richmond, VA 23225

 

TTTTT-Shir-Shir-Shir-Shir-Shirts and Booklets fts and Booklets fts and Booklets fts and Booklets fts and Booklets for Saleor Saleor Saleor Saleor Sale

Support FFHP by sporting one of our new t-shirts.  The
shirts are daffodil yellow with the FFHP logo showing
the Stone House. Limited sizes available. Price $10.

Order by sending in the form above.
The following booklets are for sale at Forest Hill Antiques

and the  Valentine Richmond History Center. Proceeds from
their sale support preservation and
educational programs at historic Forest
Hill Park.
An Illustrated History of Forest Hill
Park (Softbound, 4-color cover, 40 pages, 40
illustrations, 10-1/2 by 8 inches. Price $5.00)

This is the first book ever to offer a
comprehensive history of Forest Hill
Park. The engaging text by historian
Lynne A. George traces the history of

this exceptional property to 1768, as part of the estate of
William Byrd III of Westover and Falls Plantation. The book
is illustrated with historic photographs and antique
engravings.
Woodland Heights, Virginia (Softbound, 4-color cover, 32
pages, 21 duotone illustrations. 6 by 9-1/2 inches. Price: $5.00)

Read your way back to 1891, and catch a glimpse of life in
the Gilded Age. In publishing “Woodland Heights, Virginia,”
Friends of Forest Hill Park collaborated with the Library of
Virginia to publish an updated edition of a rare, out-of-print
developer’s booklet in the library’s collection. This edition’s
subtitle is the “Forest Hill Park Commemorative Edition,”
because it was published to mark the park’s recent official
listing on the Virginia and National Registers of Historic
Landmarks.
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Redevelopment of trails in Forest Hill Park . . .
PPPPPararararark trk trk trk trk trails rails rails rails rails reclaimed andeclaimed andeclaimed andeclaimed andeclaimed and
rrrrresesesesestttttororororored wited wited wited wited with vh vh vh vh voluntoluntoluntoluntolunteer helpeer helpeer helpeer helpeer help
By Nathan Burrell

Over the past six months, the city Parks and Rec-
reation Department’s trails division has been
working diligently with a wide range of community

members and volunteer organizations to redevelop the exist-
ing trail system in Forest Hill Park. During this time, trails
staff have overseen planning, trail design and volunteer co-
ordination resulting in over 3.2 miles of redeveloped trails
around the park, two new bridges and tons of rockwork. As a
part of this transformation, $3,000 worth of rare and native
trees, shrubs and ferns, along with 1,000 hardwood sap-
lings, have been planted along the old trail corridors for rec-
lamation work.

This process started with community concern over how
the preceding trails in the park had been designed, causing
large amounts of erosion into our newly restored lake, Reedy
Creek and ultimately the James River. All parties were in
agreement that trail redevelopment needed to happen.
Those feelings were evident in the great volunteer response
that we had by the community led by Richmond Mid-Atlantic
Off Road Enthusiasts and supported by Friends of Forest
Hill Park and the Forest Hill Neighborhood Association. Over
800 man-hours of volunteer labor were completed to clear
and finalize the new trails and to develop bridges.

The final community volunteer day on the Forest Hill Park
trails was held on Saturday, April 17. The completion of the
trails was commemorated with a cookout and thank-you
from Parks and Recreation Director J.R. Pope. This was a
huge undertaking and could not have been completed with-
out the help of all the volunteers. Thanks to all who offered
support. We look forward to seeing you on the trails!
Nathan Burrell is the Trails Manager with the city Department
of Parks and Recreation.

VVVVVoluntoluntoluntoluntolunteereereereereers plant hundrs plant hundrs plant hundrs plant hundrs plant hundreds ofeds ofeds ofeds ofeds of
nativnativnativnativnative tre tre tre tre trees in trees in trees in trees in trees in trail corail corail corail corail corrrrrridoridoridoridoridor

In late February, more than 100 volunteers braved cold,
blustery winds to plant several hundred new trees in
the park. The plantings are a part of a project funded by

the Friends of Forest Hill Park (FFHP), the Richmond Area
Mid-Atlantic Off-Road Enthusiasts (RA-MORE), and the
city’s Department of Parks and Recreation, and fueled by
volunteers from the Chesapeake Bay Alliance. More than
150 native and specialized species were planted to alleviate
the damage caused by old trails that were improperly con-
structed. Through earmarked donations, FFHP purchased
$3,000 worth of native/specialized plants to go along with
over 1,000 hardwood saplings that the Alliance for the
Chesapeake Bay has donated, as well as all the plants that
Ra-MORE volunteers dug up and staged from the new trail
corridor.

The work was part of the nearly completed long-range
project to upgrade the trails system throughout the area, al-

ready one of the best on the East Coast. It will also provide
environmentally sound recreation in a way that does not cre-
ate additional runoff into the Chesapeake Bay.

NNNNNatatatatathan Burhan Burhan Burhan Burhan Burrrrrrell, trell, trell, trell, trell, trails managails managails managails managails managererererer,,,,,
rrrrreceiveceiveceiveceiveceives honores honores honores honores honor
By Debra McClane

In February, Nathan Burrell, City of Richmond Trails
Manager, hosted a work day in Forest Hill Park to re-
claim old trails and to help landscape new trails. This

event is part of the nearly completed realignment of the For-
est Hill Park trail system, which was redesigned to eliminate
unsustainable sections of trail. Over 130 volunteers came
out that day to help.

That evening, the Richmond Area Chapter of Mid-Atlantic
Off-Road Enthusiasts (RA-MORE) held the “Trailicious”
event at Capital Ale House with proceeds benefiting the trail
work in Forest Hill Park. The sold-out event included music,
raffles and a general good time. One of the highlights of the
evening was Champe Burnley’s presentation from the Vir-
ginia Bicycling Federation to Nathan Burrell for all his hard
work and dedication to the refurbishment of the trails. Part of
the presentation was a video of Nathan detailing the work
being done on the trails in the park and the organizations be-
hind the project.

Nathan has been an important catalyst for change in the
trails system and his efforts have resulted in a better system
that serves multiple user groups. He has been able to coor-
dinate volunteer efforts to support the overall plan and the
results are impressive. Just last October, Richmond’s trails
were voted by TrailRunner Magazine as “Best in Dirt.” Let
Nathan know how much you appreciate his efforts or, better
still, come out one weekend to help with trail maintenance
and clean up efforts!

More than 100
volunteers
turned out in
February to help
refurbish the
trails.  At left,
Nathan Burrell
gives some
instructions.
Below left,
FFHP President
Curry Nelms
gets ready to
work.
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Music in the Park concert series
back this year in Forest Hill Park

The popular summer music concert series, “Music in
the Park,” is back this year with six events in Forest
Hill Park on Sunday evenings. The series of live lo-

cal music is sponsored by the Forest Hill, Westover Hills
and Woodland Heights Neighborhood Associations and
the City of Richmond. Here’s the line-up:
••••• May 16 (6 to 8 p.m.) — VCU Student String Ensemble,
a classical string music quartet and octet formations
••••• June 13 (6 to 8 p.m.) — Skydog, an Allman Brothers
tribute band
••••• July 18 (6 to 8 p.m.) — Capceira Resistencia, a Brazil-
ian dance/martial arts troupe and percussion group
••••• August 15 (6 to 8 p.m.) — The Atkinsons, alternative
country rock
••••• September 12 (5 to 7 p.m.) — Gypsy Roots, European
jazz from the 1920s and 1930s
••••• October 3 (5 to 7 p.m.) — Miramar, South American
love song duets

YYYYYoungsteroungsteroungsteroungsteroungsters fs fs fs fs forororororm Jm Jm Jm Jm Junior Funior Funior Funior Funior Friendsriendsriendsriendsriends
ofofofofof F F F F Forororororest Hill Pest Hill Pest Hill Pest Hill Pest Hill Parararararkkkkk
By Curry Nelms

Living near the park, a group of five middle school
students decided they wanted to volunteer to help
make the park a better place to play and relax.

They have formed the Junior Friends of Forest Hill Park.
This group of enthusiastic youngsters has lots of ideas for
improving the park and they are calling on all interested
middle school students in the area to get involved with
this group. One of the first things the group will be doing
is to help with the park clean-up on Saturday, May 15 at
11 a.m. Contact Casey Dixon at casey_dxn @yahoo.com
if you are interested in volunteering with this group.

Master Landscaping Plan
for the park under development

Robert Wright, a Senior Environmental Scientist
with EEE Consulting in Blacksburg, has volun-
teered to help FFHP develop a 10-year landscap-

ing plan for the park. With the input of city personnel,
FFHP, environmental groups and members of the neigh-
borhood, Robert has volunteered his time and expertise to
help with this project. Because Robert grew up in West-
over Hills and spent many days as a child exploring the
park, he has a love and knowledge of the park that helps
him understand many aspects of this special place.

The plan seeks to provide areas where planting can oc-
cur that will provide habitat and will designate areas that
need erosion prevention. The plan should take a year to
develop and will give us a framework for improving the
park. If you are interested in helping with this project,
please contact Suzette Lyon at slyon10@yahoo.com.

Tidbits of Forest Hill Park history
By Keith Ashley

The following little known facts and tidbits of history
of Forest Hill Park were taken from my website
on the park (www.foresthill804.8m.com).

• In 1889, the Southside Land & Improvement Company
bought the land of today’s Forest Hill Park and started de-
veloping the Forest Hill suburb. They sold the park in
1890 to the Richmond & Manchester Railway, which ran
streetcars to the park from Richmond and Manchester.
The car barn was located at 19th Street and Semmes Av-
enue. On this property, electricity was generated not only
for the trolleys but also for the Manchester street lights.
The western end of the line was at 41st Street, and the
cars turned around next to the Stone House (Boscobel).
The northern end was on seventh and Broad in Richmond
(since South Side was still a part of Chesterfield County
and not yet annexed by the city).
• A large amusement park was developed on the site of
Forest Hill Park and had its heyday between 1890 and
1930. In the early days, theatrical entertainment was held
there and the “occasional” freak show as well. One of the
main attractions was the “half-man half-woman” who
sang Verdi’s Miserere in both soprano and baritone. There
also was a time when outdoor movies were shown at
night as well.
• A porch was built around the entire Rhodes house or
Stone House as it is now called. Under the porch were a
Hall of Mirrors, a Fun House and a Penny Arcade. There
were “airplane” rides, a merry-go-round, a roller coaster,
a dance pavilion and a bandstand for concerts. The
laughter and music could be heard throughout the neigh-
borhood. Ladies were allowed free admission on Wednes-
day and paid 25 cents on Saturdays. Men paid a “whop-
ping” 50 cents every time. On both sides of the walkway
down to the spring were games of chance, such as bingo,
shooting galleries and fishing. The fishing game was a
muddy stream of water containing numbered metal “fish.”

February 13 brought another snowy morning to Rich-
mond, to the dismay of Zach and Katharine Sheldon,
organizers of the I Heart Tree 5K. But the weather
didn’t deter participants. About 130 runners and
walkers showed up and 24 registered that morning.
Half of the proceeds benefit the Forest Hill Neighbor-
hood Association; the rest was donated to the Rich-
mond Police sector which protects Forest Hill Park and
surrounding neighborhoods. The race was sponsor-
free, but Chick-Fil-A was generous in providing yogurt
parfaits at the finish line.

I HearI HearI HearI HearI Hearttttt

TTTTTrrrrree 5Kee 5Kee 5Kee 5Kee 5K
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Friends of Forest Hill Park

P.O. Box 13161, Richmond, Virginia 23225
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Come on out for the
Next FFHP meeting:

Tuesday, June 29
7 p.m.

Stone House, Forest Hill Park

About FFHP
Our Mission
To preserve, protect and promote responsible care and
use of Forest Hill Park as an historic property in coop-
eration with the Richmond Department of Parks, Rec-
reation and Community Facilities; and to educate citizens
about responsible environmental stewardship as it relates
to Forest Hill Park and its surrounding ecosystems.

Board of Directors (date term ends)
Debra McClane (2011) Valeria Murphey (2013)
Curry Nelms (2011) Wilhelmina Bourne (2013)
Michelle Virts (2012) Liz Jordan (2014)
Ben Virts (2012) Keith Ashley (2014)
David Hathcock (2013) Sally Kannemeyer (2014)

2020202020111110 Of0 Of0 Of0 Of0 Offfffficericericericericersssss
Curry Nelms, President
Dena Fultz,  Vice President
Lillian Peters, Treasurer
Robin Ruth, Corresponding Secretary
Michelle Virts, Recording Secretary

Newsletter Volunteers
Leeanne Ladin, Debra McClane, Valeria Murphey

Contact Us
Email:  friendsofforesthill @rrpfoundation.org.
Mailing address: P.O. Box 13161, Richmond, VA 23225

Your donations to Friends of Forest
Hill Park are now tax-exempt
FFHP has received recognition from the IRS as a 501c3
charitable organization, so all your donations to FFHP for
the park are tax-exempt. As a result of the status change,
FFHP is in control of its own finances and no longer has
to pass donations through the Richmond Recreation and
Parks Foundation. This gives more flexibility in seeking
grants and fundraising.

Mark your calendar
South of the James Market. Starting May 1, the popular
farmers‘ market is back every Saturday morning.
Yard Sale. On May 15, FFHP will staff a booth at the
Forest Hill Presbyterian Church yard sale.
Rededication of the lake. Attend the ribbon-cutting
ceremony and the Forest Hill Yacht Club Regatta on
Saturday, May 22, at 2 p.m.
Music in the Park. These Sunday evening live music
concerts will be held May 16, June 13, July 18, August
15, and into the fall.
Sunday in the Park with Friends. This fun family day in
the park will be held Sunday, July 19.
See articles inside this issue for more information on
these events and other news of Forest Hill Park.


