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Upcoming FFHP Meeting DaUpcoming FFHP Meeting DaUpcoming FFHP Meeting DaUpcoming FFHP Meeting DaUpcoming FFHP Meeting Datestestestestes

All FFHP meetings are open to the public and are held at
the Stone House at 7:00 p.m. All meetings are held on
Tuesdays. Mark your calendars:
• September 28, 2010 • June 28, 2011
• January 25, 2011 • September 27, 2011
• March 29, 2011

Please note that the Stone House is a historic building and that
access is limited.

continued on page 3

We’re on Facebook!
Sign up and be a fan!

And you can also keep up with
FFHP on our website: http://foresthill
park.rrpfoundation.org/index.html

11111n Sunday, September 19, people from across the
city of Richmond are invited to come together in
healing and celebration as they help dedicate a

new pedestrian bridge named for the Harvey family in
Forest Hill Park. Beginning at 2 p.m., musicians, a
balloon artist, children and families will be there as city
officials cut the ribbon on the bridge across Reedy Creek
where it flows into the lake. Friends of Forest Hill Park will
unveil a granite marker nearby. Access to the site is by
paved pathway downhill from 42nd Street and New Kent
Avenue, or by steps accessible from 34th Street near
Stonewall Avenue.

The new bridge—strong, safe, and handsome—
replaces a temporary crossing built after Hurricanes
Isabel (2003) and Gaston (2004) raged through Virginia,
taking out trees, power lines, storm sewers—and the
original bridge in Forest Hill Park. During the last six
years, the City of Richmond has worked to repair and
reclaim much of what was destroyed by these storms.

But this bridge is also a response to disaster of
another kind: the unspeakable tragedy that took the lives
of the Harvey Family on January 1, 2006. Bryan, a
nationally recognized rock musician, and Kathy, co-owner
of Richmond’s popular World of Mirth toy store, along

Harvey Family Bridge to be
dedicated on Sept. 19

The new footbridge across Reedy Creek where it flows
into Forest Hill Park lake will be dedicated on
September 19.

SundaSundaSundaSundaSunday in the Py in the Py in the Py in the Py in the Pararararark with Fk with Fk with Fk with Fk with Friendsriendsriendsriendsriends
wwwwwas hot—bas hot—bas hot—bas hot—bas hot—but fun!ut fun!ut fun!ut fun!ut fun!
by David Hathcock and Dena Fultz

2hat do you get when you combine ice cream
and water melons…and icy cold water…and
self-propelled snow cone machines?

How about adding into the recipe a moon bounce,
clowns and face painting, and tree climbing? And then stir
in three bands playing country and rock.

Don’t forget the police and fire squads,
the crime vans and bomb squads, and
the Sheriff’s officers.
The rest of the ingredients include the

environmental stewards of our
community, such as the Tree Stewards,
the Reedy Creek Coalition, and others.
Mix them all together and add heat—
lots and lots of heat—then turn up the

 



Friends of Forest Hill Park ! Page 22222

with their daughters Stella (9) and Ruby (4), were killed by
intruders in their South Richmond home near Forest Hill Park.

2hen the replacement bridge was first proposed by
the city’s Department of Parks, Recreation, and
Community Facilities, Friends of Forest Hill Park

(FFHP) suggested that the new bridge become a focal point for
healing and joy in memory of the Harveys, and as a bond of
friendship between South Richmond’s Woodland Heights and
Forest Hill neighborhoods, which flank the park to the east and
west. Last spring, City Council unanimously approved a
proposal put forth by Fourth District City Council Member Kathy
Graziano to name the new bridge in honor of the Harvey
Family.

According to Paige Harvey, Bryan’s sister, the family is
pleased with the bridge dedication. “It’s a touching memorial to
Bryan, Kathy, and the girls,” she noted. “They loved their
neighborhood and Forest Hill Park. They frequently took
advantage of all it had to offer and would have really enjoyed
the improvements to the lake and the new bridge.”

Last spring, when FFHP put out a request to the
community for funds to help cover the cost of a granite and
bronze marker to be placed near the bridge in memory of the
Harvey Family, there was an immediate and very generous
response from individuals, families, and groups. Significant
funds were donated by the neighborhood associations of
Woodland Heights, Westover Hills, and Forest Hill. In all, some
$2,500 was raised in just three days. According to Monica
Rumsey, marker project coordinator for FFHP, “Our hope is that
dedicating the bridge in their memory will help heal many
emotional wounds, and will encourage families from across the
city to enjoy this park, as the Harveys did. This bridge and the
marker will be a connecting point for all of us, a beautiful way
to remember their brief lives.”

For more information, please contact Monica Rumsey,
Marker Project Coordinator for Friends of Forest Hill Park at
804-233-7361.

Bridge dedication. . .
continued from page 1

The photos on this page show the placement of the bridge.
It was manufactured off-site, brought into Forest Hill Park by
truck, and  hoisted into place. Guided by engineers and the
crane operator, the steel bridge section dropped gently onto
the footings.  When the bridge and its approach sections
were finished at the end of August, the almost $2 million
project to restore Forest Hill Lake was complete!
Photos by David Hathcock
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heat some more. When baked, the finished dish can only
be Sunday in the Park with Friends, the premier summer
event in Forest Hill Park, this year held on July 18.

Sunday in the Park is sponsored by Council President
Kathy Graziano and the Friends of Forest Hill Park, with a
long list of business and civic organizations as patrons.
This year, the sixth for the event, more than 500 people
came to enjoy the festivities and the free-to-all activities.

(Oh, the self-propelled snow cone machines? They
were stationary bikes hooked to a generator, hooked to a
blender, grinding ice into snow cones. Sunday in the Park
visitors supplied the power by pedaling the bikes!)

Sunday in the Park. . .
continued from page 1

Tidbits ofTidbits ofTidbits ofTidbits ofTidbits of par par par par park histork histork histork histork historyyyyy
By Keith Ashley

3he tidbits of history about Forest Hill Park were
taken from my website abut the park.  Check it out
at: www.foresthill804.8m.com.

• It may be hard to imagine today, but in 1850, Forest
Hill Park was a working farm. Owned by Holden Rhodes,
it had four horses, four mules, 11 milking cows, two non-
milking cows, seven working oxen and 25 swine. The
1850 census lists all these as well as the animals’ names,
including “George” to “Wildfire” for the horses and “Effie”
to “Pink” for the cows. The census shows that the Rhodes
family was well stocked in dry goods and bottled goods,
with 9.5 gallons of Madeira wine that was 30 years old,
five gallons of Eagle Pale Sherry, and 15 gallons and 23
bottles of Sumerdean whiskey. Mr. Rhodes also had a
private library, as well as a law library in the home, which
was called Boscobel (today we call it the “Stone House”).
• Today, the stone house has porches in both the front
and back. In the late 1800s and early 1900s, this was not
the case. When the property was an amusement park, the
Richmond & Manchester Railway company changed the
appearance of the house drastically, adding a wraparound
porch and a bell tower.
• Under the new porch, they installed many attractions
to “draw in the punters” as they say in East End London.
There was a hall of mirrors, a penny arcade with
nickelodeons or “peep shows.” (No, not the naughty kind
– these were the Victorian single viewer hand-cranked
ones which worked on the flip book principle.)  According
to a 1919 map of the area, there was also a merry go
round, a dancing pavilion, a bowling alley, an “enchanted
house” (fun house?) and a golf course. Many of the maps
and drawings of the day were not to scale so it is hard to
imagine where these buildings were. However, accounts
of the time describe the site as breathtaking and the
“shouts, screams and joy” from park patrons could be
heard for miles.
• In 1933, the park, then owned by the Virginia Electric
and Power Company, was sold to the City of Richmond,
which had annexed Forest Hill in 1914. This brought
paved roads and paths in the park as well as lake
improvements, the tennis court and the restored Stone
House.

Among the most popular
activities at Sunday in the Park
were the clowns (above left),
the seguay brought by the
Richmond Police, pedaling to
power the snow cone machine,
and the free watermelon
(below).
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About FFHP
14"(5#''#)%
To preserve, protect and promote responsible care and
use of Forest Hill Park as an historic property in coop-
eration with the Richmond Department of Parks, Rec-
reation and Community Facilities; and to educate citizens
about responsible environmental stewardship as it relates
to Forest Hill Park and its surrounding ecosystems.
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Debra McClane (2011) Valeria Murphey (2013)
Curry Nelms (2011) Wilhelmina Bourne (2013)
Michelle Virts (2012) Liz Jordan (2014)
Ben Virts (2012) Keith Ashley (2014)
David Hathcock (2013) Sally Kannemeyer (2014)
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Curry Nelms, President
Dena Fultz, Vice President
Lillian Peters, Treasurer
Robin Ruth, Corresponding Secretary
Michelle Virts, Recording Secretary
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Debra McClane, Valeria Murphey
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Email: friendsofforesthill @rrpfoundation.org.
Mailing address: P.O. Box 13161, Richmond, VA 23225

Come on out for the
dedication of the new

Harvey Family Memorial Bridge
Sunday, September 19

2 p.m.
at Forest Hill Park lake

Mark your calendar
Next FFHP meeting Sept. 28.  The next meeting of
Friends of Forest Hill Park will be held Tuesday,
September 28, at 7 p.m. in the Stone House in Forest Hill
Park. Everyone with an interest in the park is welcome!

Dedication of the Harvey Memorial Bridge at the lake.
A ceremony  to dedicate the new pedestrian bridge named
for the Harvey Family in Forest Hill Park will be held on
Sunday, September 19, at 2 p.m.

Music in the Park. The last of this concert series will be
Sunday, October 3, from 5 to 7 p.m., featuring the South
American love song duets of Miramar.

Reedy Creek Watershed Tour. A Reedy Creek Water-
shed Tour sponsored by Friends of Forest Hill Park,
Reedy Creek Coalition, and Alliance for the Chesapeake
Bay will take place on Sunday afternoon, October 24.
There will be guided watershed tours plus refreshments,
entertainment, and children’s activites at Forest Hill Park.
Save the date! For more info, go to reedycreekcoalition.
wordpress.com.

Halloween Howl.  This canine costume and parade
competition will be held on Sunday, October 31, from 1 to
3 p.m. in front of the Stone House. There is no fee but
donations will be taken for Animal Rescue. We invite all
neighborhood dogs to come in their Halloween costumes.
Prizes will be awarded.


